Suburban

Junky

From Honor Roll
To Heroin Addict

“A MUST READ for parents and
children 12 and up”

“Critical summer reading” SUW ﬁeAN

Jude Hassan was an ordinary, all-American kid. He had two amazing parents
who gave him everything, especially a loving home. At fourteen, Jude's family
moved from their home in the city to a beautiful suburban town on the
outskirts of St. Louis. Suddenly, Jude was faced with being the new kid for the
first time in his young life. He struggled to find his way in his new
surroundings but continued to make straight A’s and excel in sports. When a
fellow student approached him about attending a party, he was apprehensive
but eager to experience his first social gathering. Unfortunately, that was the
night that Jude was introduced to marijuana. Within weeks, Jude was
experimenting with harder drugs, including prescription pills. Eventually, he
was introduced to heroin as a sophomore and his life was never the same.
Slowly but surely, he lost everything. It took multiple stints in rehab, two
enforced jail detoxes, his father’s cancer diagnosis, and a looming multi-
decade prison sentence to bring him back from the black hole he found
himself in.
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